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wire-pulling and, if necessary, by the dagger of the assassin.
They were called " conspiracies " (fvi/oyioo-i'cu) on account of the
secret oath taken by the members, an oath which in some states
we are told, contained the promise " I will be an enemy to the
people, and will devise all the harm against them which I can." *
In the very infancy of the democracy there are one or two
doubtful instances of oligarchic designs against the constitution
which may have been the work of these clubs.2 But otherwise
the working of parties during this early period was open and
undisguised, and for many years after the last suspected plot in
457 we hear nothing of secret machinations of the oligarchs.
No severe pressure was as yet put on the opposition to induce
it to resort to extreme measures, for the fiscal difficulties which
came with the Peloponnesian War had not yet originated.
Towards the close of this war the clubs became secret combina-
tions on the part of the wealthier classes to protect themselves
against the attacks of the tribe of sycophants, the " drones with
stings," which the democracy fostered; and although hetaeriae
as a rule acted independently of one another, yet combination
was easy, for communications were kept up between the various
oligarchic centres, not only in Athens but throughout the cities
of the empire.3 In 413 such a combination was rapidly effected,
and moderate and oligarch competed for the realisation of their
pet schemes; for the Sicilian disaster offered a chance such as
might never occur again for an open protest against extreme
democracy. The war party had disgraced itself and felt itself
deservedly discredited ; but moderate counsels at first prevailed.
Advantage was taken of the strong feeling running through
Athenian society, that some check must be placed, on the free-
dom of initiative, to establish a provisional board of ten Trpo-
/3ovXot, elderly men who would deliberate on all matters to be
submitted to the people.4 But the time was ripe for oligarchic
reaction, to which even moderates like Theramenes gave their
sanction, arid in the next year (412-111) a movement first
suggested by Alcibiacles was carried out through the clubs. The
procedure adopted illustrates the difficulty of reforming a Greek
state by constitutional means. No constituent assembly was
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